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SUMMIT TOMFOOLERY 


It looks as if our present 
leaders, imitating the Roose- 
velt-Truman administrations, 
have been kidding the American 
people. The latest tomfoolery 
might be called the Comedy 
of the Summits - except that 
there’s nothing funny about 
it. As I have pointed out be- 
fore, as late as last June the 
President said he was not 
enthusiastic about holding 
meetings with the Kremlin 
boss. Then the Khrushchev in- 
Vitation was announced. The 
Butcher of Budapest came and 
went. 


The President, evidently 
surprised at the revulsion of 
the American people to this 
visit, let it be known that 
any further meetings at the 
suumit were not yet decided 
on. But he reckoned without 
one of his favorite European 
allies. Prime Minister Mac- 
millan, of Great Britain, was 
in the midst of a reelection 
campaign. He went around Eng- 
land telling the British 
people that he was responsible 
for the new chummyness with 
the Red boss. Macmillan said 
the British people should re- 








turn his party to power 
because there was going to be 
a summit meeting —- and he was 
the best one to represent them. 

This naturally put thePres- 
ident on a spot. It looked as 
though he had agreed to a 
summit meeting, but had fail- 
ed to inform the American 
people. It was pretty strange 
to see the British people be- 
ing told by their Prime Min- 
ister that a summit meeting 
would be held - a meeting in 
which the President would be 
a chief participant - while 
the American people were kept 
in ignorance of what was 
cooking. 

Mr. Eisenhower was vacation- 
ing in California at the 
time. So when the questioning 
got too persistent, he issued 
a statement saying he had 


THE BIG HEADACHE 


Meantime, a big hangover is 
in the making for the give- 
away boys in Washington. They 
have been on a grand binge 
for the last 15 years, trying 
to make over the world. You 
remember the old cartoons of 
the profligate who went around 
lighting cigars with five- 
dollar bills? Well, at least 
he was using his own money. 
But the big binge of the 
Washington giveaway gang has 


made no commitment to attend 
a summit meeting. But Mr. 
Macmillan went right on tell- 
ing the British people there 
would be a summit. Now it 
turns out that Mr. Macmillan 
was right and Mr. Eisenhower 
was - well, not wrong, but 
obviously kidding us. He had 
actually communicated with 
England and France suggesting 
a summit meeting in December. 
And he has since admitted his 
disappointment because Presi- 
dent deGaulle of France was 
in no hurry to go to the 
summit. Isn’t it pretty nearly 
time our leaders started deal- 
ing as frankly with us as 
they do withthe British lead- 
ers? After all, it is the 
American people who will have 
to suffer the results of this 
new coziness with the Heds. 


been carried on with your 
money, so the inevitable hang- 
over is yours as well as 
theirs. 

I don’t want to bore you 
with a lot of facts and fig- 
ures about international 
finance. You don’t have to be 
told that we are suffering 
from a terrific inflation. 
This inflation has been caus- 
ed by the wild spending 
policies of the federal gov- 
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ernment. It has been aggravat- 
edby the equally wild demands 
of the labor-union bosses. 
The result is that American 
products are being priced out 
of world markets. 

Ordinarily, this might not 
be too important. Foreign 
trade, while it is a good 
thing to have, is not too 
essential a part of our econ- 
omy. But our post-war habit 
of meddling in the affairs of 
every nation in the world - 
with the money of the Ameri- 
can taxpayer —hasnow reached 
a crisis. And the crisis 
seriously affects the whole 
American economy. We need not 
go into the intricate details 
of world currencies and ex 
changes, but what is happening 
is that the American dollar 


is losing its soundness in 
world trade. Foreign nations 
no longer feel the confidence 
in the dollar which they once 
did. Neither they - nor the 
American people, for that 
matter — can tell what the 
dollar will be worth next 
week or next month or next 
year. So foreign nations have 
been demanding the settlement 
of international trade bal- 
ances in gold. Because we no 
longer have a favorable bal- 
ance of trade — because we 
can no longer sell abroad 
more than we buy —- we are 
losing our gold. And we cannot 
sell more than we buy because 
the inflation and inflation- 
ary wage demands make our 
products too expensive. 

This whole situation has 
been seriously aggravated by 
our foreign giveaway program. 
It is the perfect example of 
the headaches we build up for 
ourselves when we permit 
politicians to monkey with 
the laws of economics. When 
the Washington giveaway boys 
first started flinging your 
money around the world, it 
looked pretty good to certain 
American businessmen, labor 
leaders and workers. The fed- 
eral government would hand 
some country in Europe a few 
hundred million dollars. That 


country would then use the 








money to place orders for 
machinery, or building mater- 
ials, or some other product, 
with an American company. That 
made foreign giveaways look 
pretty good to that company 
and its workers. But the fed- 
eral government has no money 
to give away. Before it could 
give a dollar to Britain or 
France or Ethiopia, it had to 
either take it from you in 
taxes, or borrow it. Whenever 
the government spends, it 
produces inflation. A little 
spending produces a little 
inflation; a lot of spending 
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produces a big inflation. The 
foreign giveaways got bigger 
and bigger - and so did the 
inflation. The inflation made 
everything produced in the 
United States go higher and 
higher. So when a foreign 
country looked around for 
some place to spend a handout 
from Uncle Sam, it soon dis- 
covered that the best place 
to spend the money was not 
here in the United States, 
but in some other country 
where inflation had not made 
everything so expensive. 


MORE THAN THEY CAN CHEW 


This is the hangover of the 
wild giveaway spree from 
which we are now suffering. 
What is the solution? The 
logical solution, of course, 
is to cut out the foreign 
giveaways. But the giveaway 
bureaucracy shudders at such 
a thought. There are at least 
half a dozen of these give- 
away bureaus. One of them has 
now decided to stipulate that 
the money it gives to foreign 
nations must be spent for Am- 
erican products. That, of 
course, is only postponing 
the evil day of reckoning. 
And it can be an evil day not 
only for us, but for the 
nations we are supposed to be 


helping. For instance, the 
President’s favorite form of 
giveaway is to so-called 
“backward” countries. 

Take a look at Afghanistan. 
It is a small agricultural 
country. Under prodding, and 
with loans, from one of the 
giveaway bureaus, it spent a 
hundred million dollars on a 
vast irrigation project. Now 
that the Afghans are irrigat- 
ing part of their land, they 
need fertilizer to spread on 
the newly irrigated land. To 
produce fertilizer, they need 
another 30 million dollars to 
build a fertilizer plant. 
Afghanistan’s annual income 
is around 25 million dollars. 


So our foreign giveaways have 
induced this little country 
to spend five times that much 
on just one project. Her for- 
eign minister says his people 
have bitten off more than 
they can chew. In other words, 
the Washington giveaway boys 
have succeeded in making this 
little country more“ backward” 
than ever, because she is 
head over heels in an unfin- 


ished project which she can’t 
afford. The only way to save 
the project - for the time 
being - is for the United 
States to come across with 
another 30 million dollars. 
In the end, this will put 
Afghanistan that much more in 
the hole - and add 30 million 
dollars’ worth of inflation 
to the cost of everything in 
America. 

- John T. Flynn 
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Book Review 


SUBVERTING THE AMERICAN CHARACTER 


THE FREUDIAN ETHIC by Richard 
LaPiere, 299 pages, Duell, 
Sloan and Pearce,N.Y., $5.00. 
This is a lucid study of 
the mores of the modern West- 
ern world. It avers that the 
Protestant ethic, which donm- 
inated American life almost 
since its beginning, is curr- 
ently being replaced by what 
Stanford sociology professor 
LaPiere calls the “Freudian 
ethic.” It is the very anti- 
thesis of the former’s reli- 
ance on individual enterprise 
and initiative. The Freudian 
ethic, LaPiere says, is de- 
rived from its namesake’s 
idea that man is inherently 
weak, and has no control over 
his own acts because of dom- 


ination by his subconscious. 

The reasons for this about- 
face in the standards we live 
by are many. Chief among them 
are the permissive home and 
the progressive school. Both 
are dedicated “to the propos- 
ition that the psychological 
welfare of the individual is 
the highest value and that 
the function of the school is 
to foster self-expression and 
aid in the development of 
personality.” 

LaPiere is appalled by many 
features of America’s present 
school system, as well he 
might be. “What compulsory 
public-school education was 
supposed to do,” he tells us, 
“was to eliminate intellect- 








ual inequalities in American 
society, to make all men - 
and later women - scholars. 
What it has, perforce, come 
to do is strive to prevent 
any individual from rising 
above the intellectual medi- 
ocrity of the majority.” 

This debilitating Freudian 
ethic does not end with grad- 
uation (and who ever heard of 
anyone flunking out of a pro- 
gressive school?) but, like 
the colors of a chameleon, 
merely adapts to its new 
environment. The road to this 
materialistic ‘“‘wonderland” is 
paved additionally by our 
paternal pampering of crime 
and our coddling on the camp- 
us. ‘Adjustment,’ which Dr. 
LaPiere calls taking “the 
course of least effort,” gives 
way to the incessant clamor 
for emotional and economic 
security, reflected by our 
embracing of the quixotic wel- 
fare-state promises. 

The single defect in the 
author’s thesis is that of 
ascribing to Freud faults 
which existed long before that 
Viennese professor nailed his 
controversial doctrine on the 
door of 20th Century psychol- 
ogy (in his defense, however, 
it must be noted that LaPiere 
does not pretend to be an ex- 


“We are served worse by many servants than by few. "— Aristotle 


pert on all things Freudian). 
Since before the age of the 
Paleolithic, man has embraced 
the “something- for-nothing” 
sophism. Despite the number 
of times this myth has explod- 
ed before his eyes, he has 
continued his relentless 
search for security. The irony 
is that by embracing the 
myriad promises, while at the 
same time sacrificing his 
freedom to the Total State, 
man unwittingly abandoned all 
hope of attaining the sort of 
security he sought. 

The author has diagnosed 
the underlying weakness of 
our society with the compet- 
ence of a professional 
analyst. He points out that 
we cannot hope to maintain 
ourselves in anything like 
our accustomed fashion “if we 
continue to crawl in ever in- 
creasing numbers under the 
temporarily protective shelt- 
er of security organizations 
of one sort or another.” In- 
stead, our salvation depends 
on men of enterprise, “men 
who have operated in terms of 
the Protestant ethic.” Only 
then, he warns, can America 
continue as the most fruitful 
society that man has known. 

Edwin McDowell 
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A BODY BLOW 


“It (Khrushchev’s visit to the United States) amounts to a 
| body blow to the morale of the resistance in the communist 
_world. It is a betrayal of the hopes of the enemies of com- 
|munism within that world, and their numbers can be counted 

by the hundred million. 

“The announcement of the invitation was a day of gloom and 
despair for nearly the whole population of every satellite 
country and for tens of millions inside Russia itself. What 
has been under way in the Red orbit, ever since 1917, is a 
permanent civil war between the rulers and the ruled. Our 
duty and our opportunity —- in both of which we have failed - 
is to take the side of the people against their oppressors. 
We have not merely been neutral in that civil war, but we 
have constantly by our policies sided with the Kremlin 
against its victims.” — Eugene Lyons to the House 

Committee on Un-American Activities 


EVEN BUREAUCRATS BALK 


“T have come to the belief that..we are trying to regulate 
far too many details of civil aviation - details which could 
better be left to management discretion and the free play of 
competitive forces.” 
-Louis J. Hectorinletter to President 
Eisenhower, resigning from the federal Civil Aeronautics Board 
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